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Dr. Jesse Wilson named
new Director of Pastoral 
Evangelism and Leadership 
Conference (PELC).

Drs. Trevor and Edith Fraser’s 
“Saving Marriages by 
Applying Bibical Wisdom”
Book Signing.

DEPENDENCE ON GOD:
Oakwood freshman, 
Laurie Smith, gives lesson 
on overcoming adversity.

Greetings and Happy New Year
Here we are again, grateful and thankful for the beginnings of a brand new year.  Who would have 
thought that 2012 would come so quickly!  Here at Oakwood University, we are giving thanks for 
the blessings of life and service. 

In this edition of President’s FYI, we are celebrating the contributions of Oakwood University em-
ployees as they render service and leadership to the specific mission of Oakwood University and the 
larger mission of our Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Thank you for your support of Oakwood University.  As you think through your 2012 plans, please 
join us for our first ever Presidential Partners Cruise to the Bahamas from July 13-16, 2012.  This 
event promises to be one of the most enriching events in the history of our University.  Our goal 
is to raise $75,000 dollars to assist our students in their matriculation through Oakwood Univer-
sity.  For vital contact information, please visit www.oakwood.edu.

If you would like to view the video summary of the Oakwood year 2011 which I shared with the 
Pastoral Evangelism and Leadership Conference at Oakwood University on December 6, 2011, 
please visit my YouTube update using the following link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9IYvg
RzqzU&feature=email.  

And remember, TODAY is a great day to be alive!

       Leslie Pollard, Ph.D., D.Min., MBA
       President, Oakwood University

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E



On December 7, the Oakwood University 
Office of Faculty Development in conjunction 
with the Eva B. Dykes Library hosted a book 
signing for Saving Marriage by Applying Biblical 
Wisdom, with husband-and wife counselors and 
authors Dr. Trevor Fraser, OU Professor of Reli-
gion and Coordinator of the Masters of Pastoral 
Studies program, and Dr. Edith C. Fraser, Profes-
sor of Social Work at Alabama A&M University.

According to Trevor Fraser, their book “uses the 
times, views and approaches from couples in the 
Bible as the most effective way to save marriages.”

“The Bible has the best methods for saving mar-
riages,” added Edith Fraser. “In summary: it’s 
about saving marriages and saving couples – some-
times from themselves! Couples don’t have to have 
the issues they have.”

Saving Marriage by Applying Biblical Wisdom 
(ISBN 978-1-4141-1875-8) is published by Wine-
Press Publishing and was edited by Dr. Benson 
Prigg, OU Professor of English. Copies may be 
ordered at the www.amazon.com website.

At the December 2011 Pastoral Evangelism and 
Leadership Conference (PELC) held on campus, 
Dr. Jesse Wilson was named as its new Direc-
tor, replacing Pastor Freddie Russell, the newly 
appointed Sr. Pastor of Berean SDA  Church in 
Atlanta. Russell succeeds Dr. Carlton P. Byrd, who 
will be installed on Sabbath, January 14, 2012, as 
the Sr. Pastor at Oakwood Church.

Wilson also serves as an Associate Professor in the 
Religion and Theology Department at Oakwood. 
When asked how he sees his overapping assign-
ments, he explained:

Dr. Jesse Wilson named new 
Director of PELC

To the organization my appointment means an emphasis on blending scholarship 
and service - balancing” know what” with “know how.” It also signals a move 
toward establishing stronger relationships with the non-Adventist community for 
dialogue and witness.  To my students it means a more progressive approach to the 
complexities of ministry. It also allows me to bring the comments and questions 
that I hear in the classroom to the minds of the steering committee, as we choose 
topics and presenters.

Drs. Trevor and Edith Fraser’s 
book focuses on saving marriages

Ministers pray for Dr. and Mrs. Wilson at the Pastoral Evangelism 
and Leadership Conference.

OU Administrative team pictured at book signing.

Drs. Edith and Trevor Fraser (l to r) sign books for attendees.



HUNTSVILLE, Alabama -- Some 
people, it seems, you can get a 
sense of the moment you hear 
their voice or see their face. For 
me, meeting Oakwood University 
psychology major and cancer sur-
vivor Laurie Smith, even over the 
telephone, was like that.

Her love and faith seem to shine 
from her face. Here is her testi-
mony.

Name: Lauretta Smith, 19  (but most people call me 
“Laurie”)

Hometown: Port Charlotte, Fla.

Laurie Smith, a freshman at Oakwood University, over-
came cancer as a teenager, a struggle that taught her les-
sons of faith. (The Huntsville Times/Eric Schultz) Novem-
ber 2011.

Currently: A freshman psychology major at Oakwood 
University, volunteer at Oakwood University Child De-
velopment Lab and a student literature evangelist. Being 
a literature evangelist means I work with the Literature 
Evangelistic Training Center witnessing to others about 
the love of Christ and his gospel of salvation.

What your work teaches you: I realized God’s love for 
me and how my relationship with Him works. All the 
infants at the daycare service have to depend on one of the 
volunteers to do most things for them.

Some don’t understand the principle of sharing, others 
are not old enough to read on their own – and the biggest 
help yet others need is to go higher on the swing.
My relationship with God is the same. His love is con-
veyed the same way that a teacher would give help to a 
child.

Tough time your faith helped 
you get through: At the age of 
16, I had cancer. After doctors 
removed the tumor, I was left with 
limited sight, speech and my mo-
tor skills are still affected.

It was during that time that I had 
to depend on others to do most 
things for me.

My life went something like this: When I could not 
walk, my mother and father had to push me in a wheel-
chair. When I could not see, I had to depend on others 
to lead me. When I could not pray for myself, I had to 
depend on my home church in Florida, fellow members 
in Bermuda, Canada; students at Andrews University, the 
youth pastor and members of the Tampa First Church, the 
prayers of the people around me, and the various church 
members of the D2L at Forest Lake Academy at which I 
attended at that time.

Enduring lesson from that time: Now that I am three 
years clear of cancer, I am still dependent on God to fulfill 
all of my needs. I figure that I am only here in this world 
because I depended so much on others and God. What 
could make me think that I don’t need Him anymore?

How you deal with stress: At this point in the school year 
most students complain about the stress they have trying 
to finish their freshman year with at least a 2.5 GPA.
I don’t know about anyone else, but I know I can’t achieve 
that on my own without the help and grace of God. 
When I am dealing with stress, I just can’t do anything 
else but trust in Him. That’s what we all need to do: “Let 
go and Let God,” as DeWayne Woods says.

A favorite verse: Do not be afraid or terrified of them, for 
the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6

Cancer Fight Teaches Oakwood 
University Student Dependence 
on GOD Reprinted from The Huntsville Times  (Friday, December 9, 2011)

By Kay Campbell, Faith and Values Editor, The Huntsville Times

Laurie Smith prepares to study for next day’s class.


